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STREAM BANK RESTORATION IN MILLER PRESERVE

Regular visitors to the Miller Preserve will have
noticed big changes over the past year. Open Land
Conservancy embarked on a major project to save the
stream bank from eroding further into Valley Creek.
Prior to the restoration project, the bank was vertical
and lacked vegetation. This was a serious problem
because it led to significant erosion — approximately
90 cubic yards of bank were lost to erosion in just
one year! Erosion leads to the build up of sediment
downstream, which pollutes the water and impacts all
aquatic life.

OLC decided that action should be taken. In June of
2005, we designed a grant proposal with the help of
the Delaware Riverkeeper Network (an organization
of professionals, volunteers, and supporters who
protect the River and its streams) and submitted it to
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. After the
grant was approved in January of 2006, permits were
secured from the DEP, the Soil Conservation
Commission, and the Township, and a contractor was
selected. With the help of Trout Unlimited, the land
was cleared and prepared for excavation. The
contractor then was able to remove the land above
the bank, creating a more gently sloped stream bank
that would be less susceptible to erosion and allow
flood water to flow up onto the flood plain.

During this process the Conservancy took special
care to ensure that the stream itself was not damaged
in any way.

The next stage of the project consisted of matting
down the earth and seeding. The Devon Troop 50
Boy Scouts were especially helpful in installing the
matting, which proved to be a very difficult task.
Seeds and soil enhancement were given to the project
by the Tredyffrin Township. Most of the excavation
and site preparation took place in August.

The tree planting stage of the project took place in
September. The Delaware Riverkeeper donated
approximately 150 trees and shrubs. Devon Troop 50
again helped plant these trees and install protection
from deer. Finally, in March of this year, live stakes
(limbs cut from trees and treated with a growth
hormone) were planted along the stream bank so
their roots could become additional reinforcement.

Today, the grass appears to have taken well, and the
trees and shrubs have held up. The restoration
passed a difficult test when we were hit by a recent
rain storm. There was no erosion! The project
successfully reshaped the stream bank so it will be
stable for generations to come.




MEMBERS SPLIT DEAD OAK FOR
FIREWOOD

A cold February morning found a cadre of
Conservancy members out in a field by the Gate
House in the Lorimer Preserve, working a production
line to transform huge sections of tree trunk into
firewood.

A large oak tree next to the Gate House died and had
to be taken down before it could fall onto the Gate
House. the Conservancy arranged for the tree to be
cut into firewood lengths. A wood splitter was rented
our members went to work. They hauled away a
good load of wood for next winter’s fires, yet about
half the tree remains for a future Work Day. Thanks
to Conservancy Board Member Neil McAloon for
organizing the event and to our members that came
out to help.

SHARP EYES SroT A VISITOR

Rachel Headley (Age 16)

Having just moved to Knobb Hill Lane off North
Valley Road in Paoli, I was very excited about having
.the Airdrie Forest Preserve as our next door neighbor.
In our old neighborhood outside Athens, Georgia |
would frequently see raccoon, fox, and the occasional
wandering cow. 1 expected we would have some
new wildlife to view in Paoli, but I never expected
what my Dad and I saw early one morning in June.
While we were doing chores around our house, we
looked outside, at the border of our lot and the
Airdrie Preserve, and there it was — a red, blond, and
dark brown Eastern coyote. At first, we thought it
was just a fox, but then I realized that it was almost
as big as a German Shepherd and it had a very long,
pointed nose, ears that stood up and pointed as well,
and a very bushy tail. After a few minutes of
watching him, he dashed back into the woods.

I looked online and found out that this creature was
an Eastern coyote. I am grateful that my new
community has open spaces such as Airdrie. Our
family will continue our observations, wander the
paths, and enjoy the beautiful views it offers. Thanks
to the Open Land Conservancy of Chester County
and its donors for making this possible.

WHO IS THE EASTERN COYOTE?

Coyotes were once an animal only associated with
the Western United States. However, they now live
in every state east of the Mississippi River. The
Eastern Coyote, the subspecies most common in
Pennsylvania, is thought to have originated from
interbreeding between coyotes and gray wolves. This
largely explains the wolf-like behavior exhibited by
these coyotes.

It is a highly adaptable and very secretive animal.
Larger than its western cousin, the average adult
male weighs 45 to 55 pounds and ranges from 48 to
60 inches in length. Its coat is typically one of four
colorations: tri-color (like a German shepherd), red,
blond, and dark brown. Their ears are held erect and
their large, bushy tails are cylindrical in shape and
low-hanging.

Although the coyote population is expanding, it is not
common to see or hear one in our area. The Eastern
Coyote is a secretive animal, preferring to operate at
night. Also, unlike its western counterpart, the
eastern coyote does not often howl. If you are lucky
enough to see one, it will most likely be for just a
few moments, so enjoy the sight while it lasts!

NEW MEMBERS WRITE...

“...In this day of constant development on our already
crowded roads, it is such a delightful reprieve to be
able to go...for a walk in the woods. The peace that
you find there cannot be found anywhere else...”

“...These preserves are gems amongst the urban
hustle and bustle of the Great Valley...”







