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You may have noticed it has rained a lot this summer! From June through September,  
according to the USGS rainfall gauge in Valley Creek: 
   * Rainfall this year totaled 32 inches, nearly twice last year’s 17 inches 
   * Flood stage (6 feet) was exceeded eight times this year, only once last year 

   * The greatest gage height this year was 10’6”, last year 6’5” 
While washed out bridges, flooded basements, and soggy lawns 
have resulted from the exceptional weather, the Conservancy  

Preserves and operations have taken a significant hit as well:  
    >  The trails and grounds have been impacted dramatically. There 

are many muddy spots, significant erosion and the vegetation has been turbo-charged. The ditch 
created in Airdrie by run-off from Township roads and homes in the Valley Hills area has deep-
ened dramatically this year – now as much as fifteen feet deep and carrying rocks, shale and sand 

down the hill. In Lorimer, the small pond overflow has eroded to a depth of 5 feet. 
   >  The saturated ground has also taken a toll on the Conservancy’s trees - and our budget. In  
Airdrie Preserve, the uprooting of one dead tree into a neighbor’s yard led to a cascade of  others 
falling, culminating with a downed power line. And in Cool Valley, a neighbor also found a tree from the Preserve  

border had fallen in their yard. The Conservancy worked with considerate neighbors on these and other projects to  

implement safe and economical solutions.  

   >  But all is not lost!! On the bright side, most of the trees from our planting in  

Cedar Hollow have stood up really well to the regular inundations (with a little help 
from Conservancy board members). Especially the black willows, which are shooting 
out of their tubes. 
     The Conservancy has long identified stormwater as a major threat to the open 
space we care for, and this summer has been an alarming reminder. We will strive to 
do what we can on our own properties with available funding and member support – 
but we depend on members, neighbors and the Township to do what they can to keep 
stormwater from reaching us.  Ray Clarke 
 

   Be sure to read page 3 about the efforts of the Tredyffrin Environmental  

Advisory Committee to help the community understand stormwater issues.  

 

 

The Summer of Our Discontent . . .  

 

 

     Another topic we have heard a lot about this fall . . . a new invasive species appearing  

in our preserve - Lycorma delicatula, pictured lower right in Cedar Hollow Preserve  

climbing on another threat to forest health - a grapevine. Commonly known as the Spotted 
Lanternfly, it is a new invasive insect that has spread throughout southeastern  

Pennsylvania since its discovery in Berks County in 2014. It presents a significant threat to  

Pennsylvania agriculture, including the grape, tree-fruit, hardwood and nursery industries, 
which collectively are worth nearly $18 billion to the state's economy. 

     One of the insect’s preferred hosts is yet another invasive species: the Ailanthus tree  

(Tree of Heaven). We are working hard to eliminate these hard-to-kill trees from the  
Preserves. The insect also attacks fruit trees - it feeds on the sap in trunks, branches, twigs 
and leaves which reduces photosynthesis, weakens the plant and can lead to the plant’s  

death. As it digests the sap, the insect excretes a substance which is readily colonized by 
sooty mold, which can cause parts of the plants to become blackened and look unsightly.  

The insect also can cause damage to high-value ornamentals in home landscapes.  
     What can you do? If you see one - squish it! To find out more about this dangerous pest, 
and what more you can do to manage its outbreak on your property, go to  

https://extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly-management-for-homeowners . 

The Spotted Lanternfly. . .  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fextension.psu.edu%2Fspotted-lanternfly-management-for-homeowners&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdb3ce7ebfc4a44494d1108d6143f8656%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636718660393784924&sdata=juyaipy


 

    Art Blumenthal has been an OLC Board Member since 2007 and  
Manager of the George Lorimer Preserve, where he is often seen cruising 
the trails in a camo ATV.  
    Art’s first introduction to OLC came in 2003, when his family  
purchased the property at the northwest corner of Swedesford and North 
Valley Road, owned by the Richard & Betty Toland family since the early 
1960s. In 1997, the Tolands donated 7 acres of land to OLC that is now 
part of Valley Creek Preserve, and granted a Conservation Easement on 
the 24 acres which they retained. The easement permitted his family to 
build a new home overlooking the dam and waterfall on Valley Creek, 
across from the Great Valley Mill, while selling off the portion of the 
property that included a circa 1736 farmhouse, barn and spring house.  
    The scenic landscape dates back to the original Thomas Jerman 300 
acre homestead that was settled in 1701. The Welsh settler built the  
original mill adjacent to the dam a few years later. It is reported to have 
been destroyed in a fire around the time of the Revolutionary War and 

later rebuilt on the east side of North Valley Road. 
    Perhaps the most memorable project undertaken by Art on the historic property was the rebuilding of a 42 foot 
portion of the stone dam that was turned into rubble by Hurricane Floyd in 1999. The construction project  
involved a new concrete footing and wall, which was then covered by the stone recovered from the original wall. 
By building a new concrete spillway, a second waterfall was created. The project included a streambank restora-
tion and floodlight installation. During the excavation to build the new dam wall, the contractor recovered several 
huge, well preserved timbers that were four feet underground in the mud. The hand carved timbers and metal 
hardware, quite possibly from the original 300+ 
year old mill, showed evidence of fire damage, but 
were remarkably intact. In an effort to preserve 
what remained of the Jerman legacy, Art created a 
supporting structure to display the heavy timbers, 
which can be seen decorated in white lights while 
driving across the Valley Creek bridge on North 
Valley Road. 
    Art is a regular on OLC Vine Days and has  
volunteered his time and landscape equipment on  
numerous OLC projects for invasive control and 
tree planting. He enjoys golf and continues to be 
fascinated by living in a natural habitat of  
meadows, forests, streams and wetlands, where 
every day is greeted by an assortment deer,  
squirrels, bunnies, ground hogs, beavers, fox,  
coyote, birds (including an eagle), frogs, snakes  
and large snapping turtles. 
     Art has an MBA and has been an entrepreneur all his life, having formerly owned four Midas Auto Centers 
and a software company. He is currently working as a Certified Business Intermediary, helping small business 
owners sell their business and transition into retirement. Art is married to Roberta and has four children, three 
 dogs and a cat. - Art Blumenthal 

OLC Champions! 

   

Board Member Profile: Art Blumenthal 
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Many people have helped us through the rains this summer: 

• Eagle Scout Jack Lindgren: planted Bald cypress in swampy spots near  

Cedar Hollow Run/Valley Creek 

• Bud Coleman and Ludwick Landscaping: kept our trails mowed  

• Steve Shreiner and Chris McDonough: our tree service providers  

• Brian O’Neill of Weeds Inc.: Phragmites and mile-a-minute control  

• Trish Gutsche: inspirational collaboration with Board members to clear Lorimer trails 
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     Vine Days are our way of giving back to the environment through land stewardship. Our natural forests struggle to 
remain healthy and non-native or aggressive vines are not helping. There are many ways that vines can harm overall tree 
and forest ecosystem health. Climbing vines can: 

• Strangle/girdle tree limbs and trunks with their twinning 
• Cause structural damage when glued to the bark 
• Add weight to tree mass that can break branches 
• Add mass to the tree that can catch more wind, snow and ice than tree is used to receiving, possibly causing 

it to topple 
• Block sunlight from reaching tree leaves 

 

     Vines used as ornamental groundcover, such as (English ivy or Periwinkle) can form a dense mat covering tree  
buttresses and root flares. This allows leaves and debris to pile up against the root collar and traps moisture against the 
trunk and root flare. This weakens the tree bark and creates access points for fungal and bacterial disease that can lead to 
structural decay at the base of the tree.  
 

    : 
Grapes (Vitis spp.) 
Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) 
Honeysuckles (Lonicera sempervirens and Lonicera japonica) 
Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis) 

 

     Not all vines are bad. Native vines that are smaller and grow more slowly 
we leave alone. 

• Clematis species 
• Virgin’s bower (native, Clematis virginiana) 
• Crossvine (Bignonia capreolata) 
• Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quincifolia) 
• Carolina moonseed (Cocculus carolinus) 
• Maypop / Purple Passion Flower (Passiflora incarnata) 
• Poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) 
 

     Special note about Poison Ivy - the Audubon Society considers poison  
ivy to be on the top food sources for song birds with about 63 species feeding 
on the berries. It’s very important that nature has essential plant foods for birds. Therefore, users of the preserves  
should familiarize themselves with the appearance of poison ivy and avoid it if encountered. - Margot Taylor 

 
   Mary Westervelt, Chair of the Tredyffrin Environmental Advisory  
Council, recently led a group of 25 people on a walk through two of our  
preserves to contrast the degradation caused by unchanneled stormwater with 
the natural conditions when stormwater is managed upstream. Several  
examples were exhibited: 
     * Cedar Hollow Run, a healthy stream with controlled flow that has  
vegetated shallow banks, stony bottom: good for naturally reproducing  
brown trout.  

     *  Valley Creek, subject to flooding from uncontrolled stormwater, with  
eroded steep banks, a sandy bottom and toppled trees. 

     *  Airdrie Preserve, where a 15 foot ravine has been created by partially  
controlled stormwater from township developments and roads.  
    The group was able to see what OLC is doing to offset the impact - for example: planting trees to absorb water before it reaches our 
creek, and extending the township stormwater infiltration trench in Airdrie to reduce point discharges in heavy rains.  
     We encourage all Landmarks readers to do what they can to control stormwater on their own property before it is collected in the 
storm sewers and gathers its destructive amounts and flow rates.  Ray Clarke 
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  Vine Days 2018/2019 
     Plan on the usual schedule of meeting from 9am to noon on the second Saturday of the  

winter months, beginning on December 8th  in the Summerhill section of the Lorimer Preserve,  
hosted by the Gutsches at 1812 Hawkweed Way. For information about the remainder of the locations 

and this year’s focus on species in addition to vines, see OLC’s  website.  
       Stay Tuned! 

 

Why Vine Days? Vines can be Tree Killers . . . But not all of them  

Tredyffrin Environmental Advisory Council Walk 



  Contact Us!  

 The best way to contact us is via our website at:  
 openlandconservancy.org 
 
  What Can You Do On-line? 

 ● Become an OLC Member 
 ● Make a Donation 

   ● Become a Volunteer 
 ● Obtain Information on OLC Preserves Including    
      Preserve Trail Maps 
 ● Find Out About Upcoming Events 
 ● Report a Safety or Maintenance Issue, or dogs  
          off leash 
 ● View the Landmarks Newsletter (and much more!) 
 
 Follow Us! 
 ● On Twitter @openlandconserv  
 ● On Facebook at www.facebook.com/  
   openlandconservancy 
 
 Address:   Phone: 

 Open Land Conservancy  610-647-5380 
 PO Box 1031  
 Paoli, PA 19301 

 

PO Box 1031  
Paoli, PA 19301 
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Are you interested in preserving the open space 
of Chester County for future generations?  

 

Ask us about becoming an OLC  

Board member or volunteer!  

Board of Directors 

Michael F. Wilson, President 

Ray Clarke, Vice President 

John Etherington, Secretary  

David Rogers, Treasurer 

Michael S. Burg, Solicitor 

Art Blumenthal 

Scott Bush 

Richard B. Lander 

Timothy S. Magee 

Dr. Robert Schuster 

Margot Taylor, RLA 

 

Executive Secretary 

Sharon L. Danbach 

 

Emeritus Board Members 

Katharine A. E. Campbell 

Robert W. Haver 

Penelope P. Wilson 


